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VALLEE & SNELL JOIN AERO BOARD
Phoenix – Known for their innovative approaches, two prominent Arizonans have been named board members of the Arizona Economic Resource Organization (AERO).  Roy Vallee, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of AVNET, Inc. headquartered in Phoenix, and Joe Snell, President of Tucson Regional Economic Opportunities, Inc. (TREO), join the private-public nonprofit collaboration which is focused on developing long-term strategies for global success, diversifying Arizona’s economy, and increasing innovation- and knowledge-based industries in the State.

“Roy and Joe bring valuable business and community experience necessary to AERO’s mission,” said Governor Janet Napolitano, chair of AERO. “Both are agile innovators with a track record of increasing competitiveness and making strong economic decisions that have benefited the State.” 

As the head of a Fortune 500, global company that chose Arizona for its headquarters, Roy Vallee knows first hand the advantages and qualities important to businesses considering our State for location or expansion projects.  Under Vallee’s leadership, Avnet is on track to continue to grow in the global technology marketplace.  Vallee serves on 2 additional public technology boards, and is co-chair of the Governor’s Council on Innovation and Technology (GCIT).

“The physical beauty of Arizona makes it a top-pick for vacation travel and conventions, but our state’s quality of life drives the ability of local companies to attract and retain top talent,” said Roy Vallee, AERO board member and Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of AVNET. “High quality universities, highly reliable transportation, and a competitive total cost of doing business also make it a top pick for business expansion.  Businesses who want to accelerate their success should look to Arizona, and AERO is bringing together the right resources to further enhance our state's value proposition and help business leaders understand the advantages of doing business here.”

"Arizona continues to be one of the nation's fastest-growing states,” said Joe Snell, AERO board member and President of TREO.  “That growth creates opportunities and challenges. AERO represents a new way to address our future competitiveness."

Joe Snell has a reputation for creating strong economies in high growth communities.  He has brought job growth success to regions in Colorado, New Mexico and Kansas.  As President of TREO, Snell led a strategic planning process to create the greater-Tucson Economic Blueprint, an economic development effort that reflects AERO's commitment to statewide cooperation.


AERO continues to build infrastructure and identify individuals from different sectors and regions of the state to serve on the Board.  The group will provide a bird's eye view of policy and guidance, in cooperation with Arizona Global Network, and other business and economic development entities across the State.

The Arizona Economic Resource Organization (AERO) is a private nonprofit organization that has begun work on coordinating the State's economic development efforts to increase the region's visibility and ability to compete in the global economy.  AERO consists of individuals and representatives from private business, nonprofit groups, the public sector, communities, the Arizona Department of Commerce, state universities and institutions of higher learning. AERO's mission is to provide policy guidance and assistance to economic development entities and communities across the state.
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